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A MESSAGE FROM THE DIRECTOR

healthy environment is critical 1o the wellare
., thriv-
iny, wilddlife communities are indicators of healthy

of the citizens in this country. Di

land. Cur quality of life is greatly enhanced by
sharing the land with wild plants and animals and
interacting with them. Wildlife also contributes sig-
nificantly 10 the natlenal econcmy. More than 57
millien people spend more than $100 billion ev
sear on Fish and wildlife-oriented recreation in th
United States.

Since more than 70 percent of the Mation's Land
base bs i private ownership, the majority of

swildlife in this country depends on private
need 10

ors, and other stew-

fandowners to provide the halbitats ey

survive. And farmers, rancl

ards of private lands all scross the count

are

respongting 1o that need. Through their own initia-
tive, and with the help of many conservation part-

ners, svnens and managers of the Nation’s priv
lands are providing a home for wildlife,

L. Pete Heard, Direcior
HRLS Wildilfe Habital Managemen InstilLte

The LSDA Matural Resousces Conservation Se
has a long legacy of helping farmers and ranc
conserve soll and water and other natural resources
on private lands. Over the lnst 15 yoars, LISIA
congervation programs and the efforts of cur feld

h

technicians and conservation parts + Pl
landoavners establish millions of acres of productive

Hish and wildliie habitat throughout the country.

This booklet provides just a fuw pamplis of hine
privale landovwners are helping to support our
Mation’s rich fish and wildlife heritage. | invite you
1 visit the Wildlife Habital Management Institule
kst al wivweme nrcusda.gov S whmi

Thaek you For your intencst in fish and wildlife halbitae.

Sincerly,

Z A et




SET-ASIDE LANDS & CONSERVATION BUFFERS

SET-ASIDE LanWs
Thnn_l;.;h programs sich as USDA's

pneervation Reserve Program (CRP), farm-

of envi-

78 have cor nearty 35 million ac

Jyrass, brees or

ranmentally-se

¢ cropland e

other vegetation. This habitat change has greatly

Benefited nesting ducks, grasstind songbirds, ard

other wildlife

e Lo e enlire

This set-aside habitat s squal in s
Maticnal Wildlite Refupe system and all state-

ewned wildlife areas eombi

ConSERVATION BUFFERS

L.\ndl\\\'llcr‘- s workir
agengies, many private

busir

with che LISDA, state

i

Ctor growps

s progeams such as Mersanio's Gneen

Stripe Program lo establish 2 million miles of veg-

etated buffer halitats

alomg streams and other

sepsitive arvas under USDAs National
Conservation Buifers Initiative. Landowners have

estublished vegetated filter strips along streams

ane rivers, contour buffer strips i crop felds,

aterways, field

streamside lorests, grasse

winilbreaks, and living snow fences, These strips

of habitat vary in width and tvpe o “Lathon

and are used by a variety of wildlife specivs for

Feedding, nesting, hiding and as trave) lanes,

These buffer strips may be the best habita avail-

able to birds in areas w farming practices are

interese. Butler babitats are disturbed less fre-

quently than crop fields, providin

places fu
birds to nest.  Buffers also help Improve we

quality [n streams and contribute to bettee habi-

tats Jor fish and other aquatic Ve,

+d, excluding Alaska.

WETLANDS

W.-il.m.h provide impoertant halbsitats for
shorebirds, ducks, geese and atber migrato-

T birds, frogs, sal

manders, lish, aquatic mam-

mals, a hest of aquatic insects, ather wildlife

any landowners ane

Recognizing their value,

setoring the natural che or oof

enthusiastically
wetlamds that have been dralned and degraded in
the past. Since authorization of the Wellsnds

Rezerve Program (WEP] in the 1990
Matural Resouroes Conservation Ser

arm Bill, the
 (NRCS)
s Prelpred farmers and ranchers: enrll mire than

a millon acres in the prigram, most in peemanent

or fong-term vasements, Together with other pro-

ramms, such as the Fish and Wildlife Ser
(U

landoswners hase restored nearly 1.5

s

W Partners for Fish and Wildlife Program,

o AT

ands. Thousands of seetland acres are alsa
being restoned by pei
i

e Jangdviwrers working on

ir e and with conservation groups like Ducks

Unlimited. A variety of

wildlife spec
benefiting from e

are

wetland habitats created

Bottomland hardswood

Forests restored under

WRI are contributiing

significantdy o halital in

the Sauth. In the upper

Midwest, restoration of

praisie pothe

creation of wetland

enmpleaes

ritical

for habitat in e Natien's
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USDA Matural Resources Conservation Service

{NRCS) and other conservalion pariners (o restoee

W0 acres of weHands and ather wildlife
T koo

lhabitat in an area adjacent 1o the Red Bi
Hed Slough. This former floodplain fonst com-

ples was cleared for agricultural wse during the

1960, Poor crop productivity and interest in

wildlife stewardship have contributed to landown-
er vision and initlative o restore the area 1o mone
natural state. Landowners have encolled nearly %5
percent of the area in the WRI”, and with the help

of their conservation pariiers, are in the process of

restoring wildlife habital throughout the site.

Using existing and newly constructed dikes and

water control structures, more than 4,000 acre

shallow water welland habitat has been develo

Ware than a million tree seedlings have boen
planted on the remaining areas inan effort to e
e=tablish

cleared for crop production. The surdz

pottomband hardwood forest that was

© lopega-

ing and other

phy that
farming practices is being restored, and the

was eliminated by land lev

LSRR ANSIVA SN

response has been tremendous (rom a wide variety I-m;- farmers are proving their ability o support

of wildlife, Red Slough is now recoghized within wildlife as well as produce oo on their ich

zion as a birdwatcher's paradise. pri

the state and r fe-formigd soils, More than 95 percent of the

In less thar tvo years, 254 species of birds have tand is in private owrership, so the wetland, wood-

lanel, prairie grses and other habitat farmers pro-

already been recorded for the site.

wide is critical o wildlife. Wetland restorations, m

wordland planting and conservation buffers pro-

sands of acres of new habitat on farmland.

Idlife reintroduction pragrams of the lowa

Department of Matural Resources, supported by
g
5, the LISFWS, Ducks Unlimited, and others

lanwdony rers warki fith Pheasants Fornswer, thi

NH

Fuaed Though b recognized i n birdwatcher's Poger HRI

paradiur, mare than 250 species have been reqorded.

* Biirds only rarely scen in the state are becom-

Ing commaon during seassnal visits to Red

Zugh,

rusial or first time records have been docu-
mented for bisds aesting in Oklahoma, such as
tchers,

wood storks, white ibis, willow [Ty
roseate spoonbills, and black-necked stilts,

« The number of migratory and winteting

waterfiid has been spectacular during lase fall
winter. Duck and goose numbers ar

and earls
Red Slough and rearby wetlands have excoeded
100.000.

® The recent completion of amphibian and rep-
tilie surveys and a comprehensive plant invenio-
ates that Red Slough has

ry dramatically indic
quickly reserted back to ore of the most dverse
wetland ecoeystems n the reglan,

A

AL 1t of the ceniury, there were no wild furkes b
Vo thity 30 be Iownd in nesaly svery courky i U srate.

have aiced a number of wildlife specics (o make
remarkable corebacks

* Just after the turn of the contury, for instance,

eilid turkeys in lowa. Mow, wild

there wens no

in the thousands and are

a's 9 countics

s one bald eagle nest could be found in

lowear in 1977 nowy there are mone than 100

nests and more than 2500 cagles spending, time

in lowa.

* River otters nearly disappeared in lowa in the

¥ now, they are feundd in three fourths of

the state's counties,

rine falgons, nowhere fo be seen (n 1953,

* Perug
ane nesting in lowa neow

* Lk populations

re up 20 percent, whitetail

deer are plentiivl, and nacently, the first hatch

of wild traumpeter swans in 115 years occurred

in northeast Jowa.

* Waler quality fmprovement efforts on private
Iy owned land have reduced the amount of
contaminants reaching coldwater streams.
Onee

reproduction- 1w

ain,the streams support natural trout

1

itria

5 recently produc
the first documented natural reproduction of
trout in lowa

raink




C.llnfllml.‘\'n‘ Central Valley is well known for
its fertile soils and agriculluml peoductivity

eritral Vil le

have

Haovwewer, the wistlands of thi C

been the winter homes of millions of migral
Mo

etland area b,

bircis for millennia than 95 percent of the

valle @ bevn converted

"x ariginal

imtens

Lo crop production or othe

ive uses
Today, landowners ane oining forces with diverse
comservation partners to restore wildlife habitats
and to provide for wildlife on active cropland

lp of Ducks Unlimited,

WS and other organizations, frmers

mple, with the

¢ than 200,000 acres of rice fields in e

Sacramento Valley each winter, The Aooding

d and

Tl manage crop residue and provides |

g habitat for waterfowd and other wal

e
birds that fluck tu the region, With the help of

e conservation pariners,

land

acres of wetland habitats in the

hsd

some landowners

are establishiny

wasements on croplands o

agricultural lands and wildlife habi

Threwugh these

forts, landnwners

» providing essential habilats for waterdowl,

wildlife

* peslorr

iparian ar

uplands, and other impartant wildlife habitats

throu

hout the valley

» helping rare and endangered species, including

the California red-leg;
fiome, Tippten Kan,

= frog,

Aro rat,

lderberry

bird angl the southwest willow {1

rley.

arne

n Joaguin kit

ngharn beetle, tricoloned

catchir

alser restored nearty 100,000

ecbirds, reptifes and amphilsians, and ather

ant garter snake,

loprent proseure increases i the region,

sure that progductive

sl

Fh)mlll s thwe largest producer of beef canl

er. Most of this produe-

of the Mississippi B

tion takes place on la < in south F

Thise ranches contain @ mix of uplands and

ers 10 south Florida

y wetland arcas. R

are recognizing that sastatnable cattle production

is dupendent on healthy land. They are restoring,

natural water flow 1o we and wsing fire and

preseribed geazing to help maintain their opera-
tions. With the help of MRS and olher consees

w acl

tiem partners, ranchers in south Florida

Iy restoring wetlands, using prescribed fire 1o

salands and control exotic woody

replenish g

vegetation, and managing thelr tock Lo effi-

lands and

clently use the forage produced in

managed uplands.

Thetr yse of natursl processes resulls in betler
habitat for the wildlife in the area. Thelr efforts

=ential habit:

for some rane

are providing

swildlife species, ineluding the Florida panther,

Audubon's crested o wisnd stork

hoop-

Everglades snail

ing erand, eastern indigo snake

e and bald eagle




ST. LAWRENCE VALLEY, NEW YORK

Th.‘ St Lawrers
s an imparta
the northeastern U5, In particul

ated by 5
tant bresding habilat for ducks aned gese for

reglon for mig

L wottands cre-

ciers long age have provided impeor-

many centuries, Naturally ocrurring grasslands

in this n
Mative A

numerous grassland sor

on, many of which were maintained by

tcan cultural prac ; supporid

Irds prior to Furopean
of the 20th Century,

settlement. Throughout mo

sriculiure and other development activities

amount of wetland and groe-

greatly reduced th
sreatly

land habitats in the &,

vaterfow] species and

Since the mid-1980Fs how gion s substantial, This

been working with various conseevation pariners includes the wood duck, blug-wing 1, shore-

by restne these habitats, with substantial benefit birds, and the black duck, a speci
to mig v birds and other wildlife. eam- Considered the largest grassland area remaining in
prlet, the L > and MECS have helped landown- the Northeast, 5t Lawrence Valley grasslands

andow ners berefit bobolinks, mead-

ers restore more than 10000 acres of former©ly restored by 1a

drained wetlands in the region. Mearly 3,000 owlarks, upland sand pipgrs and other grassland

acres of native grasslands have also been restored birds that have been decredsiog in population in

recent decades

MICHIGAN

requently misundersiood, Morth American
bals comprise an important compar

wildlifie community. Feeding on flyi

bats hive recently been rocognized for i)

to control populations af mosaquiees aml crop

For pxample, ngle bat may consume sev-

pests

eral thousand Mving irsects inone night of Forag-

on caves anid

ing. Several species of b
abandoned mines for hibermation during the win-

ter. Having lost many of their natural cave hiber-

nation sites, bats nenw rely heavily on abandoned

iron and copper mines in Michigan's Upper

Feninsula. Through parinerships with prgsniza-

tiore such as Bat Corservation International and

with cost-sharing and technical assistance from
NRCS and othet s
of these abandoned mine

ate and f | agencics, owners

are carking to pre-

seree Lhese important bat hibernation sites.
trances 1o eliminate safy-

Instead of closing mine

ty hazards, landowners are now working fo install

gites on mines that precude hyman

accrss, but allew bats 1o enter and

exil, These activities have protected

the hibernation habiial of an estimated 400,000

lrats i Michigan, and as many as 1.5 million bats

in the upper Great Likis region.




CONNECTICUT RIVER WATERSHED

andowners in Mew England’s Connecicut
e working te

River watershid ther ta

restore important fish and wildlife habitats in the

region. A unique paciiership formed among Hh
Connecticut River Conservation District Coalition,
USFWS and MRCS s helping landowners restare
and profect the oo ical infegelly of the
Connecticul River syshem in four states, With the
heelp of LSDA"s Wildlite Habilal Incenbives
Program [WHIT) and other programs, lindowners
are restosing streamside Hparian forests as effec-
cr gquality and habital
for fish ard other aquatic life. Landowners are

tive buffers 1o improve wa

als working with stale agencies and athees to
remave small dams or atherw ise provide passage
for fish to migrate up many Conmecticut River trib-
utaries to spawn. These efforts are intended to
help restore populations of American shad, blue-
back herring, alewives, and Atlantic salmon in
New England. Since mesl of New

valand's ones
comman grassland area has been replaced by for-
et or developed for more intensive uses, grassland
habitats restoration is critical. WHIP is helping

anicls that
provide crucial nesting arcas far gr wnd birds,
n meadowlarks, bobolinks,

landowners restone and manage g

including casy

upland sandpipers, grasshopper sparroiws and
visper sparrows, Landewners are also working,
with o broad amay of conservation partners to
restore wetlands and other mative habitats

throughout the watershed.

MONTANA

0 the 9 million-acme kilk River Basin in north
Ircnll.\l Montana, farmers and anchers ane
working 10 preserve and restore some of the
largest expanses of grasstand that remain in the
A mesaic of

prairie pothole region of e L)
and small

native rangeland, glacial wetland basins.

grain croplands, this area is eritically impartant 1o

a variety of migratory birds and other praire

wilidlife. Wetlands and grasslands in the basin

provicde productivee nesting habital for pimtails,

mallards and other duc on species ol shore

i
brirds brewd bere and another 20 species wse the
area as refueling stops during migration,
Grassland birds that have experienced population
declines, including sage grouse, long-billed curlew,

mountain plover, burmwing owl, Sprague’s pipit,
Taied’s sparrow and lark bunting rely on uplacad
grasslands in the basin. Other native wildlife, such
s sawift fox and black-tailed prairie dogs are also
tied Io these prairie grassland ecosystems.
Recognizing the important role that ranching plays

in maintalning productive grassland-wetland land-

seapes, landowners and their conservation partners
have been working together to maintain ranching
s livelibood while addressing the habitat needs

of wildlife in this basin

Specifically, landowners are seorking with the
USFWS, Montana Fish, Wildlife and Parks, NRCS,
and other conservation pactners to:

ands,

= restore previcusly drained we

® protect remaining native grasslands,

* re-establish grass habitats on lands previously
eonverted o small grain prosduction

The CRI* has been particularly hetplul: landoners

hgve enmlled more than 2 million acres of former

erapland into the program. Conservalion partmers

have helped landowners improve wildlife habitar

by adjusting seed mixtures planted an more than
28,000 acres previcusly enrolled in the program.




PACIFIC SALMON

O\T’ the last century, pepulations of Pacific
saltmon species have declined throughout the

California, Their

Pacific Northwest and northerr

habitat extends from the inlase cold-water streams
af Dregon, Wi

the North [P

ardd California to

ngton, lda
e Oicean, an area of freshwaler,

estuarine and oeean habitats coversng more than

1.5 millign square miles, Comy

halsiiat requirements make manageeent of these

species a challenge that traverses ecosystems, inter
ratonal boundaries, state and tribal jurisclictions,

wols, and socio-

public and private lands, coultural ne

ecoromie realities. Therefore, many differsmt con-

servation measures are needed o protect and
restore Pacific sglmon stocks and the habitats and
watersheds that suppart them

Government agencies,

planning 2

ups and

researchers are working lo prioriiiae and img

x Pacilic

ment mwasures to restore habitat of the

salmon species throughopt their ranges. Working

with these

ups. private landowners are imp

menting farm, ranch, and forestry practices that

fon to

proteet soll and minimize surface
improve water quality, benefiting both salmon and
hurnan use of strewms and rivers. Because riparian
-

scape features that determines stream health, great

station coner b= one of thee most important

snservation and

ation

S0 conservation programs, landown-
ers pre improving riparian habltats by creating

ine wetlands, and

ative bulfers, restoring riv

protecting stream banks and river banks. By main-

taining and restoring streamside forests, landowa-

ers are providing water-cooling shade and a source

f insects and other salmon foods 1o strea

e that fall into streams provide eritical salmon
I

with public agencies and other conservation part-

bitat structure. Landowrrers are also working

ners 1o remove barviers to salmon moverent, such

as improperly placed road culverts

LowER Mi18s1SSIPPI VALLEY

yor the last 1000 years, a broad expanse of
battomland hardwood forests de I on

ot risnches of the

the floodplain of the lov
Mississippi River and its tributaries in parts of
, Arkans

known as

Missourd, Ilinois, Kentucky, Tenness

Mississippi and Loulsiana, This

the Misslssippi Dalta, 1= recognized for its fertile

agricultural soils and productive bottomland hard-

n RO percent of the original

wood fonsts. More t
o) wetlands in the Delta

21 million acres of fore

have been cleared and drained for agriculure:

b

Many arcas remaln to farm productively

e0 Delta landowners are working with a variety

agencies and groups to restore many of these an
hack 1o wetland habitats. Delia landewners have
already restored mone than 250,000 acris to wet-
lands and reforested bottormland hardwoods, with
the help of USDA’S WRI and other conservation

partners. Their efforts are providing habitats for

serfow], shorebirds, reptiles and amphibians,
land wildlife. As restored aras

and other v
develop into bottomland hardwood forest, song-
birds and other wildlife associated with wooded

habitats also benefit

Mistissip Debla Tarmers have alresdy dedicaied
mate than a quarter ol & million acres of Eottom-
lands 1o wtands (estoratin snd reforestation.




POWERFUL PARTNERSHIPS ON THE LAND

1k bugle ur watching an e

this: private lapdown

v are the key to wild]
habital in Amenica. Many agencies and groups
affer lechnical and financial help, fomming
powerful partnerships on the land. These
partniers kneay that everyone benefits from
beetter fish and wildlife habital. and vwould like
maone peaple to nivtice the work being done on
Jarmns and tanches across America,

Contribulors la A multimedia project for that
purpose include:
LISDA Nalural Reseurces Conservation Service
Lexcal Corservation Districts
American Soybean Associalion
Maonsanio
US. Fish and Wildlife Service
(Partniees for Wildiife)
State fish and wildlife agencies
(International Association of Fish &
Wildlife Agencies)
Ducks Linlimited
Naticnal Fish and Wildlife Foundation

Pheasants Forever

Cuail Unlimited

Rocky Mountam Elk Foundation
wild Turkey Federation

Endangered Species Coalition
The Wildlife Seclety
Wildlife Management Institule

Naticnal Corn Growers Asstciation

Natienal Association of Wheat Growers

For more copies of Lhis booklet, call 1-888-Landcare,
UsDA is an Equal Gppertunity Employer and Frovider.





