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Purpose. This notice transmits new or revised conservation practice standards for

insertion in the National Handbook of Conservation Practices (NHCP). In addition, notes
are included for clarification.

Effective Date. This notice is effective when received.

Explanation.

Nutrient Management (590): This revised conservation practice standard provides
guidance for developing plans for nutrient management. It incorporates the current “state-
of-the-science” for managing nutrients, particularly nitrogen and phosphorus, to achieve
producer production goals and to minimize the potential for nutrients to contribute to surface
or ground water quality impairment.

Waste Utilization (633): This revised conservation practice standard updates the
previous standard to the current format for conservation practice standards; adds specific
guidance, criteria, for each of the listed purposes, and links it to the Nutrient Management
standard (Code 590) for determining acceptable manure application rates when manure is
used to supply nutrients.

Instructions.

Replace the “Contents” pages in NHCP with the attached revised version
dated April 1999.

Insert the revised standards in the NHCP in alphabetical order as designated
on the revised “Contents” pages.

Remove the practice standards for Nutrient Management, dated December
1990, and for Waste Utilization, dated October 1978. Retain them in
archived status until there is no further use for them.
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One hard copy of this notice and the attachments is being sent to all States, Regional
Offices, Institutes, Centers, and Cooperating Scientists by the NRCS Management Services
Division. NRCS will no longer store forms and publications at the Consolidated Forms and
Publications Distribution Center in Landover, Maryland. All forms and publications will be
stored, printed, and/or ordered from the General Services Administration (GSA) National
Forms and Publication Center used by NRCS. Refer to General Manual (GM) notice 120-
ADS, Circular No. 4 (Part 403), dated June 5, 1997, for procurement instructions.

Copies of this notice and each of the conservation practice standards included with it can
be accessed electronically. Access can be through either the NRCS Home Page on the
World Wide Web (WWW) or from the FTP server in Fort Worth, Texas. Guidance for
electronic access of standards is contained in NHCP Notice 116.

Federal Register Notices

The National Conservation Practice Standards Subcommittee (NCPSS) published notice of
intent to adopt these standards in the Federal Register in 1998. The content of the material
used in the standard for Nutrient Management was published in the FR on April 22, 1998.
Comments were accepted for 90 days. The revised standard for Waste Utilization was
published in the FR on October 28, 1998. Comments were accepted for 60 days. All
comments were reviewed and acted upon as the final drafts of these standards were
prepared.

NHCP Notices 117 and 118 provide guidance to the states for complying with the provisions

of the 1996 farm bill that require advertising for public comment prior to revising NRCS state
technical guides.
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